Audience comments Swansea City Opera tour 2010  – The Pearl Fishers

We enjoyed The Pearl Fishers as much as we enjoyed The Magic Flute and The Daughter of the Regiment. The quality of the singing and the stage sets were ‘spot on’ and it was another evening of pure enjoyment. Do keep coming to Barnstaple. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

A magnificent evening. All of the cast excelled my expectations and the three main principles were outstanding. You can be well proud of this performance!! The passion of the final act reduced me to tears, and the male duet ‘holy temple’ was a stunning show stopper. Please produce more of this quality and value. Congrats to everyone, including Director and orchestra. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

Lovely choreography, excellent choral pieces. Beautiful and expressive singing from principals. The ‘holy temple gleamed’ is the emotional high point. Beautifully sung by Nicholas Ransley and Andrew Mayor – for me the orchestra overpowered their lovely duet. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

Small and intimate theatre makes this ‘small scale’ company a pleasure.  Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

Terrific to have a company come to the outer edges of civilisation and put on such a good performance. It’s a pity it clashed with the England/Wales rugby!  Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

A little disappointed at the back drop which could be more exotic considering the setting. Lighting good but more could be made of the ‘fire’. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

The whole production was to a very high standard – thoroughly enjoyed ourselves! Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

I really enjoyed The Pearl Fishers and look forward to the next visit of Swansea City Opera to North Devon. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

Your cast was excellent, their performances second to none. My only complaint happens to be with the brass section of the orchestra, at times they were loud enough to obliterate the soloists. Pity, as they were good. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

A lively and well conceived production and performance. Queen’s Theatre, Barnstaple

Good voices – not outstanding but enjoyable. Very good chorus. Opera House, Buxton

The cast was excellent but I thought that the set was disappointing.  Opera House, Buxton

It’s a mediocre opera but it was well sung and staged and the orchestra was good. Opera House, Buxton

It was only my 3rd visit to an opera and I don’t think that The Pearl Fishers is my sort of opera. Opera House, Buxton

We greatly enjoyed the singing, the music and the venue. Please come again- it is our nearest and only place we can get to for live concerts!  Opera House, Buxton

Could not fault the production or singers. Loved the famous duet. Did not like the story. Thought the staging could have been better. Opera House, Buxton

Nice scenery – good voices. Opera House, Buxton

Excellent voices from all cast, superbly performed. Simple very effective set, lighting and timing excellent, orchestra very good. A very enjoyable evening, what are doing next!! The Riverfront, Newport

I thought the performance was nothing short of magnificent, as did my companion. I had not known that the opera had so much splendid music. The coloratura soprano was superb, the eight chorus were very talented. I never knew that an orchestra could be so versatile. Wonderful. The Riverfront, Newport

More attention should be given to the production side of things – especially the acting which was rather wooden, and the choreography was somewhat twee! Singing on the whole was very good. The Riverfront, Newport

Good individual leads especially Leila, Nadir, Nourabad supported by a really good chorus; only 12 voices but very effective. Orchestra okay but often too loud. Congratulations to all. The Grand Theatre, Swansea

My wife and I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and we both thought that the production was excellent and the performance outstanding. The Grand Theatre, Swansea

Sometimes the orchestra overwhelmed the solo singers. The Grand Theatre, Swansea

Very good cast – good voices, small chorus numbers. The Grand Theatre, Swansea

The opera first rate as usual and we both thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you for a splendid evening. The Grand Theatre, Swansea

Opportunity to see a little-performed opera. Opportunity to see opera at all – very little within reasonable distance of Yeovil. Dialogue very clearly sung by soloists. The Octagon, Yeovil

The pre-performance talk was very helpful – the whole experience was most enjoyable. Thank you.  The Octagon, Yeovil

Helpful presentation beforehand gave us an insight into what to look for/listen for, and it was well sung with feeling. The Octagon, Yeovil

Wonderful singing, such an enjoyable evening. I look forward to more. The Octagon, Yeovil

Marvellous music, well sung and played. The Octagon, Yeovil

BRILLIANT PERFORMANCE! The Octagon, Yeovil

Very good performance, lovely chorus and soloists and only 12 of you! The Octagon, Yeovil

Thought the orchestra was not quite in tune sometimes. Singers were superb. The Octagon, Yeovil

It’s an opera that I haven’t been able to see performed on stage before, and it’s great not to have to travel to London, Bath or Bristol to be able to see an enjoyable production. The Octagon, Yeovil

Wonderful to get provincial opera. Well done! The Octagon, Yeovil

The pre-production talk was a great help. The Octagon, Yeovil

Outstanding performance – wonderful voices, acting and choreography. The Octagon, Yeovil

A very enjoyable performance, lovely voices. Professional cast – perhaps a little more weight needed in the orchestra pit to add colour to the overall musical experience. Thank you for a lovely evening. The Octagon, Yeovil

We did not like the design of the set. Also the singers were sometimes too static. The singing was good. The Octagon, Yeovil

Admired the versatility of the cast of 12 in dancing, singing, acting and the enthusiasm of the musical director and his little band. Thank you indeed for a spirited performance of quite a rarity. The Octagon, Yeovil

Good production, a little slow in the 1st Act, where chorus words were unintelligible. Zurga: excellent singer, words very clear and a good actor. Glad you had a full house for the occasion. The Octagon, Yeovil

Found talk beforehand was helpful and nicely informal. Singing was very good but not great and soul stirring enough compared with the best international singers. That’s fine, they mostly are young and will improve. A very enjoyable evening and able to have a nice meal beforehand thanks to the Octagon. The Octagon, Yeovil

Huge verve and energy, colour, good voices. Difficult to work out who was singing which part from the programme. Zurga’s diction excellent, Nadir merely good, Leila’s gave problems, but this is nit-picking. The Octagon, Yeovil

Whilst the gist of the story was clear from the programme notes, the dialogue was not always easy to follow. Sur-titles would have helped. The singing was fine. The Playhouse, Epsom

Love Swansea City Opera. Please keep coming to Epsom. The Playhouse, Epsom

I must admit that my heart sank when I heard that you were going to do the Pearl Fishers again. Your preliminary talk was excellent and most enjoyable, and I do hope that you will do it again with other operas. The performance was also excellent and I enjoyed it more than on the previous occasion, probably benefiting from hearing it sung in English. Claire Groom was delightful as Leila, very cherubic looking. I also always like to see an authentic setting. The Playhouse, Epsom

FAB musicians and one and all artists. Harmonies excellent. Costumes FAB. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

I liked the costumes and the singing. The orchestra sounded a little ‘tinny’. I would have liked to see more props on the stage. Overall I had an enjoyable evening. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Parts of prog text on coloured background not so clear, eg synopsis Act 1. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Very impressed by quality of singing – especially the chorus! Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Excellent singing throughout. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Appreciated the clear diction of the singers. Nice not to be trying to watch the production and reading surtitles. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Excellent performance. The orchestra was nicely balanced with the singers. Very professional production and performance for a small company. Will look out for you in this area again. Well done! Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

Excellent soloists – rather disappointing set and lack of creating the exotic atmosphere that the opera lends itself to. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

The performance was somewhat static at times. Programmes always seem expensive but it is part of keeping the business going. Wilde Theatre, Bracknell

The simplicity of the set was fascinating. Every member of the cast sang superbly. The musical support was excellent. Thanks to Aris Nadirian for his hard work directing the musical side of the show. Neuadd Dwyfor, Pwllheli

Like other performances by this company that I have seen it was EXCELLENT in every way. Neuadd Dwyfor, Pwllheli

Show was marvellous but stairs in the theatre difficult. Borough Theatre, Abergavenny

We have enjoyed every performance going back many years now. Borough Theatre, Abergavenny

Enjoyed the use of a rather small stage and simple facilities and a small but good orchestra. Voices good to listen to. A rather simple (perhaps unlikely) story, with one main memorable music theme. Borough Theatre, Abergavenny

There was not enough weight in the orchestra or chorus. Could not distinguish the words of the chorus. Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Enjoyed very much but some of the costumes were a little ‘past it’ and drab. Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

We enjoyed the pre-performance talk – it was informative and gave a good summary of the plot and also highlighted some musical elements to notice. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Yes pre and post performance talk. The opera was all the more enjoyable because of the pre-performance talk about the plot and its setting. It brought the story to life. So melodic. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Pre-performance talk was informative and interesting. Surprisingly good voices. Good musical backing. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Excellent singing voices and orchestra. Would have appreciated better lighting (too dark) and more props (fishing nets eg?) Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Excellent production with beautiful singers. A very enjoyable evening. I did not attend the pre-performance talk. I hope you will be able to return to Leamington with another production. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

The singers, both chorus and soloists, were excellent – in particular the chorus made an amazing contribution and sounded like 3 times as many folk. The orchestra, though playing well, was too thin on the ground to support the cast. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Pre-performance talk was very informative and helpful in understanding the opera. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Chorus – excellent. Orchestra/conductor – Excellent. Soloists – very good, good technique. Despite the small audience, an absorbing evening. Dedicated performers. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Have loved the duet for many years – it was good to see it in context. I enjoy opera, my partner is new to it so I was apprehensive for him. However he thoroughly enjoyed it, and thought singing was very good, as indeed was the whole performance for a small touring company. Diolch!  Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

I particularly enjoyed the music but found the diction of the chorus very difficult at times to get individual words. The singing of the principals was good. Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa

Unfortunately too many programmes/magazines print onto coloured paper which with the small print makes reading of such items very difficult. Keep up the good work! Coliseum, Aberdare

We enjoyed the show. We have noted the funding – Well done Swansea City, Powys County and Arts Council England – BUT WHY NOT ARTS COUNCIL WALES? The set was very watery and pretty, but a little variation occasionally would improve the viewing as well as the listening. Coliseum, Aberdare

The acting and singing were both professional and realistic. Coliseum, Aberdare

I am 85, able to see, hear and walk and grateful for this opportunity right on my doorstep to enjoy this lovely opera.  Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

Delighted by the dancing chorus and company members, some familiar. Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

First act was rather slow but the remainder of the opera was excellent. The singing was excellent and overall we both enjoyed the evening a lot. The orchestra was of a very high standard. We are lucky to be able to watch opera of that standard in Brecon. Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

The small scale of the production gave clarity to the music. The orchestra was splendid. Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

The cast obviously enjoyed themselves presenting the performance, which made it special for us. Palace Theatre, Mansfield

Vocals excellent. Orchestra very good but under strength (was that a keyboard harp?) Acting and production variable. Costumes very good. Set fair. Chorus good. Not enough chemistry between Leila and Zurga/Nadir. Palace Theatre, Mansfield

It was food for opera starved provincial folk. Good production for small stages, good costumes and scenery. Palace Theatre, Mansfield

Excellent singers, very much better than I was expecting. . Palace Theatre, Mansfield

Enjoyed the music and the singers. Thought some of the movements by dancers overdone and it became almost burlesque. Palace Theatre, Mansfield

Really enjoyed the pre-performance talk. A smaller company (very committed) made for an enhanced hearing of the words. Palace Theatre, Mansfield

I thought at first the words in English were not helping the performance. However when Claire Groom came on stage she transformed the production and the rest of the cast responded to her, though nadir and Zurga remained rather wooden. The small orchestra were a delight – well done them. Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

Just as enjoyable as when the company performed it here previously. I was delighted when I saw it in the Garrick’s programme. Pre-performance talk was at just the right level to engage non-specialists. Come back again soon! Programme- much better than most programmes! Informative and accessible! Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

It was very enjoyable to have opera of this standard here in our city – we try to help our Garrick theatre pay it’s way. We were prevented from attending the pre-performance talk due to delay in getting home in time. Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

Our first opera. Enjoyed the pre-performance talk.. Otherwise we would have been lost. We thought the performance very professional. Enjoyed it. Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

Orchestra very good.  Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

We enjoyed the work and performance enormously and I am writing not only to say so but to compliment Brendan Wheatley not only for his direction and splendid portrayal of Nourabad, but also for his pre-performance talk, which made all the difference to our understanding and enjoyment of the work. Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

Having seen a ghastly production of Lucia di Lammermoor (ENO London) your production came as a welcome relief. Too many productions these days seem to get in the way of the music or text. Garrick Theatre, Lichfield

Enjoyed the quality of the performances. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

The whole thing was excellent. The chorus was particularly good given there were so few of them, and the orchestra was outstanding. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

We enjoyed the opera because there were some very good voices, and the orchestra was excellent. Thought Nadir had a wonderful voice, but thought his acting a little wooden. The other 2 leads were great. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

I particularly enjoyed the clear diction of the singers and I was able to follow the story easily.  Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

Not very familiar with the story so I was at a loss at times as diction not very clear. (I blame the theatre for this as acoustics are bad) However I enjoyed the singing very much especially the famous duet. THANK YOU Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

My first opera. It was superb. Fantastic singing. Couldn’t believe only 12 people could produce such a marvellous sound. The 8 – non main (villagers) – fantastic. Definitely go see/listen to them again. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

The company were excellent and set the atmosphere from the outset. The fact that the sudience were so quiet one could have heard a pin drop testified to this. One criticism, diction not always good. Leila please note. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

Excellent.  Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

Chorus a bit ragged in the first half, much better all round in second half. Disappointed not to hear Aris Nadirian sing. Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury

The visit was a present from my daughter for my 70th birthday. I was enthralled by the performance and the sheer passion of the performance. Theatre Royal, Winchester

My friend and I thoroughly enjoyed the performance and congratulate you. We could not fault it. Theatre Royal, Winchester

I enjoyed the youthful energy and exuberance. Theatre Royal, Winchester

I liked the production because it was not too ‘modern’ and it was colourful. Theatre Royal, Winchester

Enjoyed it very much, but choreography left a lot to be desired. Indian/oriental dancing does not fit to strict rhythms. Theatre Royal, Winchester

Your company was very good, but sadly the venue is not suitable for operatic or musical performance – the acoustics do not support the performers who did their best. Much appreciated. Theatre Royal, Winchester

Enjoyed because – Stage scenery was simple and small stage not cluttered. Pleasantly surprised by strong singing and also could hear the words clearly. Costumes good. Not enjoyed – Perhaps there was too much arm movement and a bit over acted. Theatre Royal, Winchester

Very spirited performance. Theatre Royal, Winchester

Fabulous opera. Fantastic singers, especially Lisa Wilson. Could hear every word. 2 tiny improvements: explain in the programme what the vow Leila wasn’t supposed to break was, and explain the huge broken face in Acts 2&3. (By coincidence I saw a picture of the original statue in that day’s Telegraph! NB if you made it clear in the publicity that it was sung in English more people who aren’t already opera lovers might come. (But where would you put them?)                   PS. Please come back!  Theatre Royal, Winchester

Singing excellent, staging creaked a bit – better to have less ambitious aims and leave more to imagination. Small chorus moves well.  Theatre Royal, Winchester

We were impressed by the orchestra and singers and had a thoroughly enjoyable evening (for a very reasonable price). We had not heard of Swansea City Opera before, and were in two minds about whether to go – we are so glad we did, and we hope you come to Bridlington again – thank you!  Spa Theatre, Bridlington

It was good to hear it sung in English, rather than have the translation running over the stage which distracts the eye from the performance. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

I really enjoyed the performance and the pre-performance talk which really helped me understand more about the opera. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

The pre-performance talk helped to explain the story and what to listen out for during the performance. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

We found the pre-performance talk very interesting. We thought the simple set did not distract from the wonderful singing and music. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

Pre-performance talk was excellent. Great performance – talented singing and acting and I was pleased to get to know the opera. Thank you. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

Hadn’t been to an opera for ages and had not seen the Pearl Fishers before. Absolutely loved the entire performance, the pre-performance talk great fun. VERY HELPFUL. Didn’t know you before but now I certainly do! Thank you all for a wonderful evening. Congratulations and good wishes. Please come again. Spa Theatre, Bridlington

Beautiful singing. Gordon Craig Theatre, Stevenage

High quality singing and orchestral playing. Miners Institute, Blackwood

An excellent performance by Swansea City Opera. The main characters and chorus were in wonderful voice, aided by the orchestra. The talk and excerpts on 12th may was greatly enjoyed. This is the fifth time I’ve seen a production. Miners Institute, Blackwood

Good voices and costumes. Good entertainment – good value for money. Miners Institute, Blackwood

Best wishes for the continuing success of Swansea City Opera. Wanted to go back stage last Saturday to beg them to do it again. Pavilion Theatre, Rhyl

We all enjoyed the production very much. My 8yr daughter’s musical tastes range from High School Music to Lady Gaga, so the Pearl Fishers was a daring deviation! I built up the event for her, and she was enthralled from beginning to end. Hopefully this will be the first of many visits to the opera for her. I’ve got to say how well the reduced-size ‘chorus’ worked for this opera. The intimacy was an advantage, not a drawback. It makes me wonder which other operas would work similarly well with this approach. Myself, I used to live in Manhattan within easy walking distance of the Met, so I got a bit spoiled! My compliments to Aris Nadirian (Zurga), who proved himself a very fine singer with superb diction – I didn’t miss a syllable. Pavilion Theatre, Rhyl

Excellent performers and musicians. Pre-performance talk very interesting and informative. Kings Theatre Southsea

The pre-performance talk was very helpful. Kings Theatre Southsea

Company previously unknown to me. First visit to Southsea? Please come again! Kings Theatre Southsea

We enjoyed the talk giving useful pointers to follow the story. The cast sang and acted with enthusiasm, a good show. French would have been the icing on the cake! Kings Theatre Southsea

My husband and I were thrilled to attend the Kings Theatre. The singers were second to none. The costumes beautiful, the chorus team was superb! Thank you for all the efforts of the whole company, the orchestra was amazing! We were born in Wales – a touch of class for us to enjoy!! THANK YOU!! Truly!  Kings Theatre Southsea

Very good young singers and good orchestra, reasonable priced tickets for us senior citizens! Also it was good to see an opera which is not often performed. Kings Theatre Southsea

Excellent show – some superb singing (What does one expect from the Welsh!!!)  Kings Theatre Southsea

The pre-performance talk informed my appreciation of the show with its explanation of the salient points and relationships. Also to understand the music and its message. I was engaged, moved and touched by the performance. Thanks. Kings Theatre Southsea

