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Swansea City Opera

The Riverfront, Newport

DANISH soprano Lisa Chris​tensen had a taste of the opera singer's hectic lifestyle at the weekend.

   On Saturday morning she was at rehearsals for a Menotti opera in London but by the evening she was in Newport performing a leading role in Mozart's Cosi fan ', tutte.

   At short notice, she sang the role of Dorabella delectably from the side of the stage while compa​ny member Sarah Belsay Wood acted the part after both the scheduled singer and her under​study had reported sick.

   That Swansea City Opera, a new professional touring compa​ny, averted disaster with such flair testified to its credentials.

   Not only did the show go deter​minedly on but it did so as if nothing untoward had happened

   The production was updated to the early days of the British Raj in India, a decision that enabled Alexander Anderson Hall (Ferrando) and Ashley Bremner (Guglielmo) to appear in mahara​jal splendour when testing the fidelity of their womenfolk. The political implications of this were studiously avoided.

   While purists might have objected to some of the cuts, momentum was sustained, and Ms Christensen and Caroline Childe (Fiordiligi) and partners delivered ringing endorsements of their characters.

   Henry Newman was paternal rather than sinister as mischief maker Don Altonso and Alison Charlton West a pantomimic hoot as his accomplice Despina.

   Paul Sutherland and the small orchestra kept things moving.

   The theatre's acoustics for this kind of show proved to be perfect and the turnout on a damp night should encourage the company to return.

Nigel Jarrett

