Audience comments Swansea City Opera tour 07/08 - The Magic Flute

My third attendance of Swansea City Opera, excellent production, a polished performance. I have seen 30 years of opera by the WNO. The only thing missing is the chorus of WNO.

Lovely to see opera on tour, people do not know what they are missing! Enjoyed pre-talk thank you.

THANK  YOU HOPE YOU COME AGAIN

Miners Institute, Blackwood
Many, many thanks for a wonderful performance here last Friday. We are so lucky to have real professionals travel so far to show us the best of opera. And to have live music as well, please give our grateful thanks to all, and for the very helpful intro talk before the performance, we would have stayed after to meet the stars, as invited, but sadly had to return home. Do please come again, South Wales is impossible for us to get to, and we would totally miss out were it not for you. 
Excellent - again, many, many thanks.

Neuadd Dwyfor, Pwllheli

Thank you for a truly wonderful performance last night.  This was the best Magic Flute I have ever heard/seen in over 40 years of opera going.  Every single member of the cast was superb and the orchestra was brilliant.  I'm so glad you include Epsom on your tour list.  I have attended nearly all your performances, both Opera Box and SCO.  I thought last year's Daughter of the Regiment would be hard to beat, but your Magic Flute is an absolute joy.

Playhouse, Epsom

We have just experienced The Magic Flute at the Ucheldre, Holyhead.
It was our first experience of this opera but it gave us great pleasure and the whole cast were wonderful and professional. They played to a full house that was very appreciative.  However, when the audience were invited to stay behind for 'question time' we 
found ourselves alone so, embarrassed, we left.
We have seen three operas from your troupe at the Ucheldre and have thoroughly enjoyed each one. We can't wait for your next visit. Thanks a million.  If possible please tell the cast of our total joy.

Ucheldre Centre, Holyhead

Just a note to say how very much we enjoyed your excellent Magic Flute last Saturday. A wonderfully fresh, uncluttered production, beautifully sung and so much better, dare I say it, than WNO’s preposterously misconceived yellow umbrella-ed version.

Grand Theatre, Swansea

Singing was excellent. Staging simple & ingenious complemented the plot & didn’t distract from the music. Production captured the right mixture of drama, fantasy & humour.

Performances were excellent- voices, acting, sets, costumes. 

More please!

It was brilliant. Splendid voices, wonderful acting, innovative production, just what touring opera should be about – bringing opera to small venues at affordable prices, really making it accessible in all ways to an ordinary audience, and the diction knocked spots off that of Opera North! What’s the point of opera in English if you can’t understand the words! My students thoroughly enjoyed it – it was a wonderful introduction for them.

I thought the production of The Magic Flute was superb. For the first time, after many performances of the opera with different companies, it was easy to understand the performance. It was a great night, the singing was excellent, a wonderful use of lighting and a very clever production, beautifully dressed! Thank you for an evening when I was completely absorbed.  

President WNO Friends – Swansea & West Wales

Grand Theatre, Swansea

An excellent production, very well sung and true to the spirit of the opera.

I wanted to experience opera, having not been to an opera before. It was enchanting and I’m hooked! I think I would have preferred a simpler programme, maybe 2 sided A4 costing less, but then as I become more informed I’d probably appreciate the full works!!

All the singers were excellent.

Harrogate Theatre, Harrogate

We enjoyed the opera at Buxton.

Opera House, Buxton

Good acting, good singing & production. I am a lifelong lover of opera and have been a member of WNO Friends from its formation. I believe in supporting opera and classical music; in any case this production was a delight.

The Riverfront, Newport

We are opera fans (Glyndebourne membership etc) We also like to support small touring companies like SCO. The performance was good and the production was imaginative (good use of resources).

We enjoy the style of production that Swansea City Opera seem to have.  

1 Good, crisp, ‘to the point’ sets and lighting

2 Accessible artistic interpretation

3 Sheer quality of singing

Well sung, well staged, good balance with orchestra. I shall certainly look out for Swansea City Opera in the future (this is the first time I have heard them)

Opera House, Buxton

Most of all enjoyed the enthusiasm of the cast. Singing, sets and costumes and visual effects all exciting. Very pleased to have a pre-performance talk.

Good sets. Good orchestra. Good singing.

As I had not heard your company perform, I did not know what to expect but was amazed at the very high quality of the performance. The sextet, scenery, costumes & the video graphics were very effective and worked well. You were so professional and well rehearsed as singers –it showed! I look forward to you coming again.

Costumes excellent especially Queen of Night, 3 Ladies, Papageno & Monostatos. 

It was a most exciting and moving occasion. We absolutely loved every minute of the performance. The singing was superb and we were mesmerised by John Beswick and his ensemble. Thank you for a really great evening.

What a clever production! The reduced cast and orchestra were amazing, producing a complete effect. Well done!

Super costumes, excellent Papageno. All voices very good.

I wish I could have been in at the beginning of the talk in the gallery. I was surprised because I did not know that Swansea had such a company and that it was so good! I was delighted to learn of the school too.

The Riverfront, Newport

The singing was excellent – extremely clear and very very good. The staging, production and costumes were all very good. All in all, a great evening. 

Now  how about doing Gianni Schicchi? Not sure what you’d pair it with. You don’t want to be doing the rest of the Trittico!

We enjoyed The Magic Flute very much, I have at last got our act together and joined your Friends!

Excellent production, acting, singing and instrumentalists all superb. Especially appreciated surtitles – as even when sung in English, opera can be difficult to understand. Look forward to your next production – L’Elisir d’Amore.

Great to see good opera at a reasonable price! I thought the standard of singing was very high, particularly the Queen of the Night. Papageno’s comic acting abilities were exceptionally good, I loved the costumes and appreciated the subtitles which explained all the jokes which we might otherwise miss. The plot is reminiscent of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, good escapist fantasy which leaves you feeling uplifted!

Thank you for a most marvellous performance of The Magic Flute. My friend and I were enthralled for the whole performance.  Can you please let me know if a CD is available – I just need to listen again…….and again……….and…. 
Kind regards and thank you again

Surtitles too bright and distracting especially when sung in English. 

Scenery, lighting, costumes all fantastic. 

Small band could have had more strings, especially violin, otherwise music very successful. 

CONGRATULATIONS!

The Riverfront, Newport

A super evening. The voice projection and diction of the male singers was excellent, the ladies were a little less clear. Overall rating 85%.

Never seen The Magic Flute before, so it was a real pleasure to attend a live performance.

Thought the staging (for a small theatre) was excellent.

The singing (especially of the principals) was first-rate. Full marks especially to Papageno’s singing and acting and Pamina.

The Playhouse, Harlow

Loved the performance – some trouble with the lighting when the performers were at the front of the stage, their faces were in darkness.

Orchestral arrangement and performance was excellent. Full marks especially to conductor/pianist.

Singing was excellent, words very clear, beautifully sung.

Costumes excellent-couldn’t be bettered.

Everyone clearly enjoying themselves. Good feeling!

A few minor criticisms although they didn’t spoil our enjoyment of the show. Tamino – great voice and acting but the hero should not be shorter than everyone else, especially Pamina.

Videos could have been more exciting.

Enjoyed the opportunity to see a good standard of opera at a local theatre in a smaller more intimate setting.

So much easier and better value than having to go to London.

Please come back soon!

Very high standard and singing.

Excellent orchestra

Lively production

Everything was delightful!

We really loved the show. This was the first opera I took my 12 year old daughter to and she was amazed. The costumes and set were very striking and the singing was extremely good and professional. Please come to Tewkesbury again soon.

Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury

I thought the singers were very good, especially the principals and the Three Ladies. The small orchestra was also good. I have seen several of your productions, as Swansea City Opera or as Opera Box over the years and enjoyed them all. Please come again!

Playhouse, Harlow

Great fun, light hearted, colourful, wonderful voices throughout. Papageno very lovable! Left the theatre feeling really happy. Please come again to Harlow.

Playhouse, Harlow

Good voices – the most important aspect for me. Also small orchestra good, and well staged using modern effects. A thoroughly good show! (3 others came who sometimes go to opera and all enjoyed). 

The Riverfront, Newport

Standard of singing and orchestra – excellent. Also costumes/lighting etc.

Miners Institute, Blackwood

Excellent standard. Enjoyed the pre-performance talk. Please come to Brecon again!

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

The production was lively, good fun, and the humour well portrayed. Costumes good and clever. The music of course was delightful. Our party of over 20 much enjoyed the whole performance.

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

Use of subtitles helpful although diction was always excellent. Many thanks

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

I feel it is important that quality performances travel to our smaller theatres where it can be enjoyed by audiences who may be unable to travel to the grander opera houses. A great evening was enjoyed by an audience of mixed ages, young and old.

Delightfully professional, yet friendly and informal. Excellent all round.

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

We like coming to Becon theatre as it is small enough to see faces and expressions.

Liked the set and costumes and effects – good styles, colours (ex possible priests skirts, one was rather short).

Evocative of magic and mystery, very good head gear. Excellent singing and acting, especially Papageno. Surtitles helpful (English!)

Minor complaint – Would have like the curtains behind temples to be 100% straight, evenly gathered and spaced.

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

The cast made the story and music come alive.

Empire Theatre, Consett

We thought the show absolutely superb. Please bring us more opera like that. Papageno was outstanding in his acting as well as his singing.

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

Excellent singing – particularly the female parts. Good ensemble sound.

Theatr Brycheiniog, Brecon

The orchestral accompaniment added greatly to my enjoyment of the opera and I very much enjoyed the humour introduced by Papageno.

Coliseum, Aberdare

 ‘Orchestra’ excellent! Lovely group with super conductor supported dynamics and expression from singers beautifully. Acting was great, most of singing too. Whole idea and execution of SCO and School really great!

Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury

I have to tell you how much I enjoyed the recent performance of The Magic Flute at Llanelli.   I went last year to Covent Garden to see Don Giovanni and, despite the fact that Don Giovanni is a favourite opera, I enjoyed the Mozart experience more at Llanelli. The singing, acting, set and costume design, and the music from such a tiny orchestra were all excellent.   It was a wonderful evening and I look forward to seeing you here again next year.

I hadn't realised until I read the programme that Opera Box is the foundation of SCO.   I remember Opera Box and you and your husband at Selsdon Park Hotel near Croydon sometime in the mid 1990s.   I was marketing manager there at the time.   In fact I still have a recording of the quartet who performed then. 

I am now living in Wales so I shall make a point of never missing the SCO's performances.   

With best wishes for the future of SCO and Opera Box.

Theatr Elli, Llanelli

I thought how cleverly the ordeal scene was staged – in fact the whole production is full of imagination. One little point – although sung in English, it is sometimes difficult to hear what is being sung – perhaps surtitles would help. The synopsis is wonderful – but you cannot see it in the darkness of the theatre.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury.

We had never been to an opera before, but decided to try it because of the price (opera is usually over £30). We both thoroughly enjoyed the performance and look forward to your next visit.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

The singing was excellent, and the entire performance polished, and it was obvious that the cast really enjoyed what they do. Highly professional. I was very impressed.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

I enjoyed the show, I thought the opera performers were professional including the SwanseaCity Opera orchestra. The screen video graphics were stunning to look at and you have led the way in new technology.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

I enjoyed the production of the Magic Flute at the Ashcroft Theatre Croydon. I hope you have more opera productions in Croydon.

First time we have seen this company and we were very pleasantly surprised, a very professional and enjoyable performance.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

I enjoyed the performance very much on the whole but found the screen projections of the larger than life size blinking images of the three genies rather distracting.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

The singing and staging were very good but the programme was confusing and not entirely easy to read. I would have liked to see the cast in bolder type. But we really enjoyed the evening.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

Our thanks to Swansea City Opera for the wonderful performance at Pitlochry Festival Theatre on 9th February. We were thrilled with the near to full house and the excellent feedback from the audience.

John Durnin, Chief Executive Pitlochry Festival Theatre

Lighting was excellent. Interesting use of small cast. Missed the choruses (on stage). Queen of Night, Pamina, Papageno all excellent.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Excellent staging, music, costume, lighting. Programme typeface a bit hard to read for my eyes (aged 60+!) Programme overpriced at £3, £2 would be OK.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

I don’t know much about opera and I enjoyed the fact it was in English. The acting was very good as well.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

Papageno’s performance was a tour de force. All the voices were well trained, the orchestra was excellent and the sets were highly imaginative and stunning in their impact. (Well done Artistic Director).

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

Both music and acting were excellent. Great to hear it in English. Excellent characterisation.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

May I thank you all for a very enjoyable entertaining and professional evening I spent at the Lawrence Batley Theatre in Huddersfield. The intimate size of the theatre added to your effective presentation through which I was able to appreciate both the drama and the music, the serious and comedic as not before.

Lawrence Batley Theatre, Huddersfield

The singing, set, lighting and costumes were extrememly good, it worked well with the synopsis. Acting could be a little better, it came over rather as a pantomime with ‘Papageno’. The translation scanned well, but like most opera, I prefer it in its own language.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Although my wife and I enjoyed the performance, I found the ‘modern technology’ rather incongruous and disturbing.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Accomplished singing, attractive costumes and scenery. Excellent orchestra.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Well produced – very simple set allowed full concentration on music and singing. Excellent set for travelling opera and tickets not too expensive. Dance movement of Papageno and Monostatos excellent.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

Please come back to Croydon!

Excellent and imaginative stage set and costumes. Particularly enjoyed the performance of Papageno.

Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury

Well directed, imaginative scenery and costumes. Excellent cast and singing especially Tamino.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Quality of singing good and words clearly enunciated. Ladies were the best we’ve seen

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

An excellent chance to see a favourite opera. Diction perfect. Staging excellent. For a company that travels so much I do applaud your stamina and enthusiasm – singers, orchestra and backstage workers. A thoroughly polished presentation. COME BACK SOON PLEASE.

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Very enjoyable, beautifully performed

Ashcroft Theatre, Croydon

Spendid production, very well staged. Thoroughly enjoyable.

The only criticism – wish we could have seen the orchestra!

Coliseum Theatre, Oldham

First experience of live opera. A very professional and entertaining performance: certainly an excellent introduction to live opera and would be encouraged to go again. 

Theatre by the Lake, Keswick

Enjoyed quality of singing and acting. Vibrant. Good lighting effects.

Coliseum Theatre, Oldham

I enjoyed it all, Mozart’s music is so beautiful, the costumes were superb, the acting good, but above all the singing was magnificent.

Theatre by the Lake, Keswick

The pre-performance talk and playing was excellent.

Coliseum, Aberdare

Did not expect such a wonderful performance, my experience of opera is Opera North and I thought maybe your opera would be 2nd best – but not so. Do return to Oldham!

Coliseum Theatre, Oldham

Wonderful performance at Keswick. The orchestra should have come on stage for audience recognition, they were splendid!

Theatre by the Lake, Keswick

The performance was very good, very enjoyable, being in English was extremely useful – not being familiar with the story. Papageno was excellent developing a very good raport with the audience. Tamino needed more ‘presence’ and personality.

Coliseum Theatre, Oldham

