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graham willians

! oNE 01 lhe accusations lrequen y levelled atthe pertormino arts is lhatthevare.
f by therr very naiure, elitist - lit 0n ly io r well-heeled totfs and exclud ino thd verv
f seclrons 0t soctety who would gain malimum benelit lrom exoosure to th6
I r rnrte possibilities that theatrical performance can insDire in a livelv mind.t the genre in which these preconceptions flourish most commonlv-is that 0l, opera - ar d wh i le m uch 01 ihis can be righ y be put down t0 inverted snobberv.

there is undoubledlya sense in which some devoiees ot opera do tit e Io ieviis'e
i the poputar view that lh0se who ahend 0peralic productibns on a reqular basis
I are 0n a ntgher social level lhan the rest 0l us.-' --Add t0 this the lac hat many pe0pte sti 

 

bautk at the very notion 0f walkinq..Au{| to u s rne Tacrmat many peopte sti 

 

baulk al lhe very notion 0f walkino
ntO a theatre aud;l0r;urn except perhaps t0 watch lhe lik'es ol Rov .Chubbi
6r0wn.- and one begins t0 seethatmaking opera -accessible't0 thehan in th;slleet rs Dy no means an easv task.
^S0 how exactly does one bring thejoys 0loperatic perlormance to the masses?
uuflng t$ retativety short hisl0ry. Swansea City 0pera has had an imaqinative
approacn wnen n comes t0 spreading the word aboul 0Dera: sDecialhino in,,vno y accessibte works which can be scaled down to suit smallervenues wiere
necessary, th€ company has iorged links with disadvantaqed orouos in andarouno 50um Wates and aclively encourages lhose who linil themselves
Innmroared Dy operal,c pertormance l0 come along and share the maoic.
JUUs expeflence wrth the s0cially disadvantaged has led t0 this adhirable

ano amDnous^proiecl which has seen ihe company working in collab0rati0n
wrrn 5wansea uyrentans' urag0n Arts and Learning Centre, lhe Arts Council 0twares.ano me Utty and C0unty 0f Swansea i0 produce an oriqinal Diecerevorvrng.around the theme of transpOrt down the aqes.

Ine rnrsned product, staged in Swanseas Nati0nal Watedronl lvuseumprOved t0 be.an amusing and diverlinq piece tvhich featured an 11-slrono castc_0mpnsed 0t 0peEtic pr0lessi0nals and amateur performers lrom Drao0iArts.
nne amateur paiicipants gained much from lhe experience, then s0 t00 did theproressronats, who clearly relished lhe opporluniiy l0let their hair down forthis
energerrc romp wntcn l0 0wed the adventures 0f a m0fley tribe as lhev kavelled
mrOugh lme, making lheir way from a tropical istand l0 ihe central reservati0n
0l azt st cenlury molOr'flay, stopping olf here and there t0 encounter Drehistoricreplrtes and maidens from l\4ars, courtesy 0f a time machine disgilised as atelephone box.
0K, this wasn'iexaclly The Flying Dutchman, buithen ilnever 0retended t0 be

. and who woutd nol find {hemselves smiling at an operaiic work whichincludes the words, 'Sahara is a tart lrom Mars/She Oancei on clrJ inO wiaii
blue Saturn bras?" Eat your heart 0ut, Donizetti.
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