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The Pearl Fishers Swansea Grand Theatre.

 THE pearl at the centre of Bizet's Ceylon fantasy is the dreamy duet Au Fond du Temple Saint, and it was the high point of this Swansea City Opera production.

Nicholas Ransley's fluid and agile tenor, in the role of Nadir, and an authoritative Andrew Mayor, as Zurga, negotiated the piece with ease, and it was one of many stand-out moments in an unstuffy and charming piece of theatre.

Bizet's tale of two devoted friends divided over their past love of an exotic maiden, who returns to them as the veiled, virginal high priestess of the village, may be a flimsy one but, as a vehicle for a delightful score and some stunning arias, it holds it own.

With none of the pomp and grandeur of some operatic works, Bizet's score has a light, modern freshness to it, making it easy on the ear for opera novices. That said, it is undoubtedly a challenging work for the singers -- some of the vocal gymnastics Lisa Wilson performed as Leila were astounding.

My only reservation was the decision to sing the work in English. There is no escaping the thinness and the slight panto tendencies of opera dialogue when it is sung in your mother tongue, and for me that took some of the bloom off the rose.
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