Abergavenny Chronicle

The music teacher who would sell his granny for the right price steals the limelight in Swansea City Opera's personality packed performance

SWANSEA City Opera returned to the Borough Theatre last week with another pro​duction bound to delight even the most reluctant of opera goers.

   From the moment the curtain rose it was apparent this perfor​mance of The Barber of Seville was going to be something special.

   The superb libretto performed in English left the audience in no doubt of the story and the opera's real come​dy was expertly demonstrated by the performers leaving the audience laughing out loud.

   Excellent casting of the roles meant all the performers oozed con​viction and character.

Aris Nadrian filled the role as Figaro per​fectly. Within his first moments on stage the Barber's personality became clearly evi​dent, with Aris meeting your expectations with just the right amount of arrogance and con​fidence, and a fantastic voice to match.

   Paul Hopwood excelled as Count Almaviva and was per​fectly complimented by Kate Woolveridge, as Rosina.
.

   It quickly became easy to dislike Dr Bartolo, Brendan Wheatley, whose over​bearing protection of Rosina looked set to spoil the young lover's plans.

   But it was Mark Ashmore as Don Basilio who stole the show, with such stage presence and wonder​ful portrayal of the sycophantic, cunning, sly, would sell his own grandmother for the right price, music teacher.

   The small cast worked well together even continuing their character portrayal during the curtain call.

   Their dynamics and the clever interpreta​tion of the story pro​duced a wonderfully intimate performance, which was made excel​lent with the help small, but very profes​sional orchestra.

  An absolute joy to watch!
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